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Overview

• EAL Branch
• Manitoba EAL process

– Common misperceptions

• Canada-Manitoba cooperation
• Questions/Discussion
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EAL Branch

• Mission
– Sustainable Environmental Quality

• Roles
– Lead the EAL Process (administer 

the Act)
– Manage potential impacts of 

developments
• Manage technical review
• Evaluate impacts & mitigation 

measures
• Prescribe license conditions 
• Conduct or require inspections 

(enforcement)
• Require financial assurance
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EAL Branch

• Roles
– Process Stewards

• Compliance with the Act & Regulations
• Transparency
• Consultation

– Protect public health & environment
– Assist proponents & public
– Assistance/recommendations to the Minister 
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Manitoba EAL Process
Principles:
• Environmental protection
• Public health

• One window
• Public participation/assistance

• Transparent/fair/consistent
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Manitoba EAL Process

• Step One - Application 
• Identify Class

– Class 1
– Class 2 
– Class 3
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Manitoba EAL Process

Four components of application: 
• Covering letter
• Application Form
• EA Information required is listed on form
• Application fee 
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Manitoba EAL Process

Branch contact person assigned
• Application complete?

– If not, request more info
– Can cause delays
– If yes, start screening
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Manitoba EAL Process
• Step Two - Screening/Consultation

• Public Notification
– Advertise

– Public registries – local and Winnipeg
– Web site (aim to reduce # of paper copies)

– Lists current proposals out for review
– Due date for comments
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Manitoba EAL Process
• Step Two - continued

• Request written public input
• Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)

– Parallel to public process
– Provincial and federal

– Federal contact – CEAA
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Manitoba EAL 
Process

Typical EA considerations:
• Water quality impacts
• Air quality objectives
• Terrestrial impacts – soil, 

habitat
• Odour
• Public issues and concerns
• Fish and wildlife
• Chemicals/spill prevention
• Land use
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Manitoba EAL Process

Typical EA considerations:
• Other regulatory requirements
• Transportation
• Industry practice/BACTEA
• Heritage resources
• Noise
• Socio-economic impacts 
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Manitoba EAL Process

• Step Two - Screening/Consultation
– 30 days average

• Step Three – More Information
– Iterative
– May require more time
– Evaluate/summarize comments
– Disposition of comments
– Registry update
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Manitoba EAL Process
• Step 4 – Clean Environment Commission (CEC)

– Optional - hearing
– Scope, impacts of project
– Public concern
– Director recommends to Minister
– Or, Minister can direct at any step in the process
– Terms of Reference provided (Scope)
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Manitoba EAL Process

• Step 5 - Licensing Decision
– Director (Classes 1 & 2) or Minister (Class 3)
– Issue or refuse

• Circulate draft license to TAC
• Issue licence
• Post Disposition Summary and License
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Manitoba EAL Process

Typical licence conditions:
• Pre-construction

– Rare plants, migratory birds, etc

• Construction mitigation
• Notification

– Inspections

• Discharge limits
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Manitoba EAL Process

Typical licence conditions:
• Monitoring

• Reporting
• Emergency response plan

• Odour and noise
– Complaint based
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Manitoba EAL Process

Typical licence conditions:
• Financial assurance

• Spill reporting
• Decommissioning
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Manitoba EAL Process
• Appeals 

– Director’s decision to the Minister
• 30 Days from issue date
• Director’s recommendation re a CEC Hearing

– Minister’s decision to Cabinet
• 6 weeks from issue date

– Construction may commence despite the 
appeal process
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Manitoba EAL Process
• Alterations to project

– Minor
• Director approves, no public review

– Major – new Proposal
• Same as for all EA applications
• Includes the public and TAC reviews

– Decision based on environmental effects
• Significant or insignificant
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Manitoba EAL Process
• Common Misperceptions

– Classes
• Level of scrutiny equally stringent
• Classes equal re env. assessment & protection
• Fees 
• Same process
• Director vs. Ministerial decision main difference
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Manitoba EAL Process
• Common Misperceptions

– CEC Hearing 
• May occur for any class not just class 3
• Never absolutely required, even for class 3

– CEC Recommendations
• Recommendations only 
• Project specific vs. provincial implications
• Consideration of fairness to all applicants
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Manitoba EAL Process

• Information Bulletin:
http://www.gov.mb.ca/conservation/envapprovals/publs/e
nv-assess-info.pdf

• Classes of Development Regulation (MR 
164/88):
http://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/pdf/e125-164.88.pdf
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Canada-Manitoba cooperation
• Agreement renewed 2007 
• Purpose

– Foster cooperation

– Reduce duplication
– Meet both jurisdiction’s requirements

– Accountability/Predictability
– Ongoing national effort to streamline EA
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Questions/Discussion


